
 

 

 Red Cliffs Church of Christ 
 53 Guava Street (PO Box 54) Minister Secretary 

 Red Cliffs, VIC 3496  Naomi Thorne Liz Milne 

 www.redcliffschurchofchrist.org.au 0488 720 962 5024 7046 

    AUGUST GUESTS 
     Sunday 12 August 

    Doug McFarlane  
    Our Church is pleased to host Doug and look forward to his message of redemption,    

    forgiveness & restoration.  Doug speaks personally & powerfully of God’s grace and hope 

   found through Christ ... a message that resonates with this hurting generation. We  

   encourage you to invite your friends to hear Doug sing and speak. 
 

  Sunday 19 August & Sunday 26 August 

 Michael Waters will be our guest speaker. Michael worships at Mildura Church of Christ   

 where he serves as an Elder. Michael will be speaking to us on consecutive Sundays on the 

subject of Apologetics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME 
We’re so pleased to have you join us 

here at Red Cliffs Church of Christ. 
 

We love to have you worship with us, 

and pray you’ll be blessed and 

encouraged as we seek to respond to 

God together. Please stay for a cup of 

tea or coffee in the hall after our 

service, we’d love the chance to get to 

know you better.  
 

Throughout 2018 we’ve been 

exploring the theme ‘Love in 

Action’ together, both through our 

shared life together throughout 

the week and during our Sunday 

services. 
 

We invite you to join us in the 

journey. If anything in these pages 

is of interest to you, this is your 

invitation to join in with us as we 

seek to hear God’s voice, and to 

put His love into everyday action.  
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We’re looking forward to hosting Doug MacFarlane 

at Red Cliffs Church of Christ … 
 

Sunday @ 10am 

12 August 2018 
 

Doug will also be at 

Mildura Church of Christ @ 6pm 
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 STUFF YOU NEED TO KNOW … 
 

AUGUST ROSTER  
The roster for August is now included in this 

month’s Contact, with a copy on the Kitchen 

pinboard.  Those rostered on are reminded that if 

they are unable to fulfil a role, please arrange a 

swap, or find someone who can do it for you.  

If you’re not on a roster but happy or keen to help out please 

chat with Naomi or Liz during August. 
 

LIVING LINK MORNING TEA  
 

August’s Living Link Morning Tea will 

become a Living Link Lunch and will follow 

the service on Sunday 12 August. While 

everyone is invited to bring something to 

share for the lunch we’re mindful that we 

don’t want to ‘forget’ Fiona.  

Last financial year our Living Link 

donations totalled $1446.25 and recently 

we received a newsletter from our Living 

Link mission partner, Fiona Briers at Bright 

Solutions in Vietnam. If you haven’t read it 

check the noticeboard in the hall. 
 

CHURCH DIRECTORY  
 

It is planned to print an updated 2018 Church Directory 

immediately after the Church’s Annual Business Meeting on 

Sunday 12 August. 

To facilitate this, a revised list of Church contacts will be on 

display after the services on 5 August and 12 August – it 

would be helpful if you could check the accuracy of your own 

details over these two weeks. 

 

 
 

PROPEL  
Our Propel Intern for 2018 is 

Tanika, and she’s been kept 

busy with assignment work and trips to Melbourne, but her 

main role is helping lead our Children and Youth activities 

here at Red Cliffs.  

To sustain her in this role our Church committed to raising 

funds to provide a small allowance. That’s what the board full 

of envelopes is for at our Resource Table. When all the 

envelopes have been filled (and dropped in the offering bowl) 

our work here is done! 

If you’re able to help support Tanika feel free to grab an 

envelope (pick the value) and drop it in the offering bowl on 

any given week. Alternately, you could use the following 

account details to make a direct transfer into the following 

account; 
 

 Red Cliffs Church of Christ 

  Children’s Ministry Account 

 BSB    633-000 

 Account #  159 189 547 

 Reference:  Propel 

 

 LEADERSHIP NEWS 
 

ANNUAL REPORTS 
In preparation for our ABM, could all those responsible for 

writing reports please give or email their report to Liz by no 

later than Sunday 29 July, so they can be distributed the 

following Sunday [5 August] allowing people time to read 

them before the ABM. 
 

CHURCH BOARD 
The August Board meeting will be held Monday 6 August 

from 7pm. As usual, those writing reports are asked to send a 

copy to all Board members two [2] days ahead of the meeting 

for pre-reading. 
 

ANNUAL MEETING 
Our Church’s Annual Business Meeting [ABM] is planned to 

follow a shared lunch on Sunday 12 August, and to 

commence at 1pm.  
 

At the ABM a draft copy of the Church Rules 2018 will be 

tabled, and rather than call for new nominations, the Board 

moves; 

“That those Board members whose terms have concluded 

[Chris C, Collin P & Liz M], have the option of extending 

their term until such time as new Church Rules are adopted, 

up to a maximum of 6 months from this meeting.” 

The motion will be determined by show of hands. 
 

The Board (and it’s sub-committee) has spent considerable 

time reviewing our structure and governing documents, and 

encourages everyone to ensure they have read the draft which 

will be available on Sunday 5 August. 
 

GLOBAL LEADERSHIP SUMMIT (GLS) 
GLS is fresh, actionable leadership content from a 

world-class faculty at a convenient location near 

you. GLS events are shown via videocast at venues in 

675+ cities in 125 countries - translated into 59 languages. 

Each year, different formats of the GLS are attended by over 

400,000 people. We are fortunate to have the opportunity to 

not only attend, but to join with Mildura CoC in hosting a GLS 

site, in Mildura. 
 

Being a host site provides other opportunities too – like a  

discounted registration price of $99 (normally $129/$139). to 

find out more speak to Naomi. The Summit is in November.   

 

A GLS ‘Taster’ night is planned to be held in Berri (Berri Church 

of Christ) on the evening of Sunday 26 August, and a ‘taster’ 

will also be held in Mildura at some point. 
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 DISCIPLESHIP 
 

ALPHA 
Our Alpha Course is in it’s final 

weeks this month. Everyone has 

enjoyed the clear presentations of 

the basic tenets of the Christian 

faith. 
 

During August Alpha sessions at the Church will be on … 

 Tuesday 7 August – Session 13 

 Tuesday 14 August – Session 14 

 Tuesday 21 August – Session 15 
 

A NEW CHAPTER IN SMALL GROUPS 
The ideal way to 

continue in faith and 

journey with others is to 

join a Life Group, where 

we ‘do life together’ – share, learn, eat, pray, laugh, serve, 

grow! 
 

Rachel B is coordinating a new chapter in our Church life 

together as we commence Life Groups after Alpha. She’d love 

to hear from you if you are keen to join a Life Group (or to 

host or lead one) so contact her this month on 

 0448 373 131. 
 

RETREAT 
Retreat meets each Wednesday in various ladies’ homes or at 

the Church from 10am through to 11.30am. Throughout the 

year each meeting includes a word theme. If you’d like more 

information about Retreat speak with Gwen. New members 

are most welcome.  
 

Retreat details for August are; 
 

 Wednesday 1 August Host: Lyn Word: Honesty 
 

 Wednesday 8 August Host: Coral Word: Dedicated 
 

 Wednesday 15 August Host: Church Word: Important 
 

 Wednesday 22 August Host: Pam Word: Sunshine 
 

 Wednesday 29 August Host: Lyn Word: Triumph 
 

CONNECT 
Connect meets on alternate Tuesdays in the 

Church meeting room from 12-2pm. Connect 

has just started for Term 3, and will be looking at 

12 Women of the Bible material. 
 

During August Connect will meet on Tuesday 7 August and 

Tuesday 21 August. On the alternate weeks the ladies get 

together for a social gathering. On Tuesday 31 July they will 

meet at Good Golly [41 Ilex Street, Red Cliffs] for lunch. 
 

Any ladies who might be interested are invited to chat with 

Sue to organise your resources or for more info. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Much loved by hundreds of thousands of Australian 

Christians, The Word for Today is a daily devotional available in 

print, by email, on the Vision website or in an app. 
 

It's written by Bob and Debby Gass, using 

inspirational material from forty years of 

involvement in Christian leadership as 

well as from the Biblical principles 

instilled in him by his mother. 
 

A few free copies of the Aug-Sep-Oct 

edition of the devotional are available 

from the resource table at church now. 

Feel free to grab one and use it daily. 
 

 
 

The Vision Christian Radio story is amazing. From one regional 

station in 1999, today you can listen in any one of over 700 

relay stations covering major cities, regional and rural areas 

including local (5km range) stations transmitting from; 
 

 Red Cliffs where you can find Vision at 87.6FM 

 Koorlong where you can find Vision at 87.8FM 

 Mildura where you can find Vision at 87.8FM 
 

Each day you can hear; great music, engaging chat, 

encouraging real life stories, Scriptural perspectives, news and 

much more, including solidly Biblical programmes from 

esteemed speakers such as Chuck Missler, Ravi Zacharias and 

Greg Laurie.  

See the back page for details … 
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 PRAYER MATTERS 

Your prayers for our fellowship, Community, and 

the things that concern God are greatly valued. 

Keep up the praying … 
 

PRAYER FOCUS 
Each week we encourage your prayers for a particular ‘prayer 

focus’ and we pray for them in our Service.  
 

SUNDAY PRAYER TIMES 
All are invited to join together for prayer in the Church from 

9.30 to 9.45am (before our service) each Sunday. 

This is an excellent time to prepare yourself for the service 

ahead, and you still get time to welcome visitors & friends. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER & WORSHIP JAM 
This month our church’s Prayer Meeting will start at 7pm on 

Wednesday 1 August and be followed by Worship Jam – 

everyone is encouraged to attend to pray (those with 

leadership roles in our Services are expected to attend).  If 

you’d like to know more please chat with Jillian or Naomi. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

COMBINED PRAYER 
The next monthly combined prayer service (generally on the 

3
rd

 Monday of each month) will be from 7-8pm on Monday 20 

August at our Church. A light supper will follow the service. 
 

HYMN SINGING AFTERNOON 
Everyone is invited on Sunday 29 July from 2.00pm to 

Mildura Church of Christ, to enjoy an afternoon singing 

hymns, and listening to some special guest artists. The 

afternoon will conclude about 4.00pm with afternoon tea, and 

fellowship.  
 

   

 

WHAT IS ‘APOLOGETICS’ (from Wikipedia) 
Apologetics is the discipline of defending religious 

doctrines through systematic argument and discourse. Early 

Christian writers who defended their beliefs against critics and 

recommended their faith to outsiders were called Christian 

apologists. 
 

Although the term 'apologetics' has Western, primarily 

Christian origins and is most frequently associated with the 

defense of Christianity, the term is sometimes used referring 

to the defense of any religion in formal debate involving 

religion. 
 

Christian apologists combine Christian theology, natural 

theology, and philosophy (apologists employ a variety of 

philosophical and formal approaches, 

including ontological, cosmological, and teleological 

arguments) to present a rational basis for the Christian faith, to 

defend the faith against objections and misrepresentation. 
 

Christian apologetics has taken many forms over the centuries. 

In the Roman Empire, Christians were severely persecuted, and 

many charges were brought against them. Tacitus wrote 

that Nero fabricated charges that Christians started 

the burning of Rome. Other charges 

included cannibalism (due to a literal interpretation of 

the Eucharist) and incest (due to early Christians' practice of 

addressing each other as "brother" and "sister"). Saul of 

Tarsus, Justin Martyr, Irenaeus and others often defended 

Christianity against charges that were brought to justify 

persecution. Tertullian was a notable early Christian apologist. 
 

Later apologists have focused on providing reasons to accept 

various aspects of Christian belief. Christian apologists of 

many traditions, in common with Jews, Muslims, and some 

others, argue for the existence of a unique and personal 

God. Many prominent Christian apologists are scholarly 

philosophers or theologians, frequently with additional 

doctoral work in physics, cosmology, comparative religions, or 

other fields. Others take a more popular or pastoral approach. 
 

Some prominent modern apologists are Douglas 

Groothuis, Frederick Copleston, John Lennox, Walter R. 

Martin, Dinesh D'Souza, Douglas Wilson, Cornelius Van 

Til, Gordon Clark, Francis Schaeffer, Greg Bahnsen, Edward 

John Carnell, James White, R.C. Sproul, Hank Hanegraaff, Ravi 

Zacharias, Alister McGrath, Lee Strobel, Josh McDowell, Peter 

Kreeft, G. K. Chesterton, C. S. Lewis, William Lane Craig, J. P. 

Moreland, Hugh Ross, David Bentley Hart, Gary 

Habermas, Norman Geisler and Scott Hahn. 
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 CHILDREN 
 

ADVENTURE CLUB 
AC is back! Yay! Adventure 

Clubbers returned after school 

holidays on Wednesday 25 July.  

The five themes for this term are … 

commitment, kindness, peace, patience and confidence. 

Would you like to assist? If you are interested in 

participating in one or more Wednesdays this term please 

speak to Tanika and she will give you the info you need.  

As always, we love to have your prayers for the kids, their 

families, and the leaders. 
 

KID’S CHURCH 
Our Kid’s Church program runs 

alternate weeks with volunteer leaders. 

Over the next month Kids Church is on; 

Date Leader  Helper 

29 July Angela S Sophia  

12 August Chris Paige 

26 August Marion Tamrin  
 

 

SAFE CHURCH AWARENESS WORKSHOP 
While the advert appears on this page, this workshop is NOT 

just about our children and youth. It’s everyone’s responsibility 

to ensure our faith community and life together is safe … so 

everyone should register for this workshop (details below). 

You can register online anytime, but the sooner the better.  

 

 YOUTH 
 

RED YOUTH   
Make sure you know 

what’s going on by 

grabbing your 2018 RED 

Youth Planner, or catch up 

with Tanika. 

Keep these August dates clear … 

Saturday 4 August Roadtrip! 

 8am-8pm $5  

Meet at the Church … ready to depart at 8am! 

Get your ‘paperwork’ from Tanika before you 

go.  

Friday 17 August United We Stand (Youth Alive) 

 6.30pm $10 

United We Stand is a national 

gathering, activating young 

Australians to unite on one night, in many locations, 

represented by every Christian denomination, to make a stand 

for Jesus Christ. 
Check it out @ https://www.youthalivevictoria.com.au/uws 

 

Friday 31 August Secret Mission 

 7–9pm $5  
Come along and put your spy skills to the 

test. 
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ROSTERS for AUGUST 2018 

A

 29 July 5 Aug 12 Aug 19 Aug 26 Aug 

Speaker Matthew Dale 
Doug 

MacFarlane 

Michael 

Waters 

Michael 

Waters 

Worship 

Leader 
Janeen Bruce Naomi Bruce Julia 

Vocals Tanika 
Jillian 

& Rachel T 
 

Paige 

& Michelle 

Janeen 

& Jillian 

Communion Elaine Bruce Graham Sue Bruce 

Kid’s Church 
Angela S 

& Sophia 
 

Chris 

& Paige 
 

Marion 

& Tamrin 

Helpers 
Alan & 

Janeen 

Collin 

& Bruce 

Matthew 

& Bernice 

Rachel B 

& Angela S 

Graham  

& Veronica 

Reception Chris Di Rachel B Tanika Sue 

Video Matthew Matthew Bruce Julia Matthew 

Audio Dale Anthony Dale Louisa Dale 

Flowers Lyn Helen P Helen W Elaine Sue 

Communion 

Preparation 
Angela S. Helen P Helen W Angela S Sue 

Cleaning Ian & Chris 
Angela S 

& Veronica 

Collin 

& Liz 

Sue 

& Denis 

Ian 

& Chris 

Grounds Graham Graham Graham Alan Alan 

Prayer 

Focus 

Urban 

Neighbours of 

Hope (UNOH) 

Ruth 

Perkins 

The Bible 

Society 

Prison 

Fellowship 

Global Mission 

Partners (GMP) 

Living Link   

Combined with 

Shared Lunch 

& ABM 

  



‘The Contact’ the monthly newsletter of the Red Cliffs Church of Christ 

Page 7  August 2018 

  

 

 

 WOMEN  
 

HALL’S GAP WOMEN’S RETREAT 
The CCVT Hall’s Gap Women’s Retreat to be held on the 

weekend of 12-14 October is being coordinated by our ladies. 

With your help they’ve been raising funds to support the 

event, they’ve been planning steadily, promoting the event 

and inviting their friends. 
 

Ladies, are you planning to attend? Are you bringing a friend? 

You can register now, or for more info talk with Naomi, Angela 

S or Sue. 

 
 

LADIES NIGHT OUT  
On Friday 10 August the ladies are 

invited to enjoy a night out at the 

Irymple Hotel. A booking has been 

made for 6.30pm for a dinner. If 

you would like to join in the 

evening, please let Naomi know ahead of 

time.  

 

 

REFRESH CONFERENCE 
The Refresh Women’s Conference is 

this year being held in Red Cliffs at 

Diggerland (26 Indi Avenue), on 

Friday 24 and Saturday 25 August. 
 

For further info about the event 

(times, speakers, etc.) grab a 

registration form/program from our 

Resource Table. This year the guest 

speaker is Liz Webber, from 

Hillsong, Melbourne. 
 

There are a range of registration 

fees with early bird prices closing on 

Sunday 5 August. 
 

To register or for more info online visit 

www.refresh.org.au 

If you’re planning on attending, please 

complete your registration form and 

return it together with your payment to 

Naomi.   
 
 

 MEN  
 

MEN – HEAD FOR THE SHED  

In August the monthly Men’s 

Brekky will be replaced with a 

night at The Shed. The evening, 

held jointly with the Mildura 

Church of Christ men, will be held 

Monday 27 August from 7pm. It’s 

open to all guys and $10 will cover the 

cost of a freshly brewed coffee and a tasty 

morsel.  
 

As usual, feel free to invite any other men, but please RSVP to 

Bruce by Friday 24 August. 
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 COMMUNITY  
 

WORSHIP AT JACARANDA 
Each Monday at 2pm the churches of Red 

Cliffs are rostered to lead a time of worship at 

Jacaranda Village. All are welcome to attend 

,and support in leading the service is particularly 

welcome. 

After a switch of dates, our Church is now rostered on to lead 

the service on Monday 30 July. If you’d like to assist with 

these services, please chat with Elaine. The next rostered turn 

for us is Monday 3 September.  
 

SUNASSIST SEEKING VOLUNTEERS 

Sunassist are still in urgent need of volunteer 

support with meals on wheels deliveries in 

the morning and afternoon. 

They also need supervisors so, if you can help and would like 

to contribute to this essential community service, please 

contact Ashley  5023 1906 or email her at 

avanniekerk@sunassist.org.au 
 

RED CLIFFS COMMUNITY PLAYGROUP 
Do you know of a family who 

might like to come and enjoy 

a community playgroup in a 

casual and friendly environment for mums, dads, 

grandparents, carers, kids and bubs? 
 

The playgroup meets in our hall from 10am – 12noon 

every Tuesday and Thursday and welcomes all children 

aged 0-5 years. 
 

Bring a piece of fruit to share and enjoy a safe and 

secure environment with enclosed indoor and outdoor 

play areas. A great place to come together to play and 

build friendships. 

 

MEALS ON WHEELS – WE’RE UP!  
Our Church is regularly rostered on to assist 

with Meals on Wheels delivery in Red Cliffs. 

This is a great service to be part of and 

takes a small portion of our time to deliver a 

real difference. 
 

Our next turn is from 27-31 August and then 24 – 28 

September so we need volunteers. If you could possibly 

help on one or more of the days during our rostered 

week it would be greatly appreciated. To get involved 

just speak to Liz. 
 

BE CONNECTED 
Be Connected is an Australian Government initiative aimed at 

increasing the confidence, skills and online safety of older 

Australians in using digital technology 

Last month our Board agreed to join the program as a 

Network Partner – stay tuned for what this means for us. 

 

  

 

THE MARRIAGE COURSE 
The Marriage Course is open to any married couple (or 

cohabiting couple), who would like to invest in their 

relationship by learning tools required to build a strong 

healthy marriage. 
 

Over seven weekly sessions you will discover practical tools to 

help you: 

 Understand each other’s needs 

 Communicate more effectively 

 Grow closer through resolving conflict 

 Heal the ways you’ve hurt each other 

 Recognize how your upbringing affects relationships 

 Improve relationships with parents and in-laws 

 Develop greater sexual intimacy 

 Discover each other’s love languages 
 

Each session starts with a light meal at candlelit tables set for 

two so you can enjoy this special time together. 
 

There is never any group work and you will never be asked 

to share anything about your relationship with anyone 

other than your partner. 
 

Cost: $20 per couple for 2 Participation guide books, 

plus $10 per couple each week for your meal. 
 

To register or find out more, phone 

 Naomi  0488 720 962, or email 

  info@Red CliffsChurchofChrist.org.au 
 

The Marriage Course starts Thursday 9 August 2018 at 

6.30pm, at 53 Guava Street ,Red Cliffs. 
 

ROTARY BONFIRE & 

CAMP OVEN COOKUP 
 

It’s back! The Rotary Club of Red 

Cliffs’ Bonfire and Camp Oven 

Cookup supports the 

Days For Girls project.  
 

PRE-BOOKING AND PRE-PAYMENT ESSENTIAL 

Menu:  Soup, Mains, and Dessert 
 

Cost:  $35 Adult, $10 Child 

  Includes meal and raffle tickets 

  with more for sale ($1) on the night. 

 BYO drinks 
 

Saturday  25th August @ 6pm  (RSVP by 18th August) 
 

Venue:  Red Cliffs 
 

Contact:  John Hunt  0427 150 455 (or) 

 Ian Cook  0428 165 355 
 


